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 Permanent Secretary, MAAIF 

 RDC Soroti District 

 CAO Soroti District 

 Colleagues from the Ministry of Agriculture, Animal Industry and 

Fisheries 

 Members of the Press 

 Invited Guests 

 

I bring you greetings from the Ministry of Agriculture, Animal Industry and 

Fisheries. Today, I will address you on the International Fisheries Day. 

 

1. The International World Fisheries Day is celebrated across the globe on 

November 21st, 2022. This year, Uganda will join the rest of the world to 

commemorate the World Fisheries Day on November 25, 2022 in Serere 

District at the District Local Government Grounds under the theme 

“Promoting fish farming for improved household incomes.” The Chief 

Celebrant this year is His Excellency, the President of the Republic of 

Uganda, Rtd. Gen. Yoweri Kaguta Museveni.   

 

2. The celebrations this year will be jointly organized by the Ministry of 

Agriculture, Animal Industry and Fisheries (MAAIF) and District Local 

Government in Serere. The theme highlights that increased production and 

consumption of fisheries products has a critical contribution to food 

security, nutrition and immediate and long-term benefit on people’s 

incomes and the economy. In the case of Uganda, the Fisheries sub-sector 

contributes 4% to the National GDP and is the second largest export 

product for Uganda after coffee. 

 
3. It is estimated that Uganda produces 570,000 metric tons of fish annually 

with 450,000 tons coming from capture fisheries worth 1.9 trillion shillings 
at landing value while 120,000 tons comes from aquaculture worth about 
800bn.  
 

4. At present Government is putting priority efforts on promotion of 
aquaculture including the following actions: 

 Providing critical quality inputs in form of fish fingerlings and fish 

feeds as starter packages to hundreds of farmers countrywide. 
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Government has also stimulated investment in private hatcheries by 

buying starter seeds for distribution to farmers across the country. 

Successful examples of fish hatcheries and farmers include Kikota in 

Serere, Rock Springs in Tororo, Yalelo, IG Invest and SON Fish in 

Buikwe, Para Aquatics and Victoria Fish in Wakiso etc. 

 Training/skilling of farmers in modern aquaculture practices: For 

example, Government is giving support to resettle street kids (youths) 

through fish farming in Kembogo mini-aquapark located on River 

Mayanja in Kiboga District. This is a pilot arrangement which will be 

replicated in other parts of Uganda, to help create skills and jobs for the 

youth.  

 Support the development of fish farmers and marketing associations 

and cooperatives: Already Government has supported the 

establishment of national network of Aquaculture Cooperative Societies 

with and apex body called Uganda Aquaculture Cooperative Union 

(UACU).  Currently it includes more than 120 societies with 4150 

members/fish farmers nationally. The UACU is linked to the Parish 

Development Model because aquaculture enterprise groups formed in 

the parishes will join into the cooperative union to increase the 

bargaining power of member farmers for greater access to financing 

and other essential inputs. 

 Design and construction of 2 large scale Aqua-parks in Apac and 

Kalangala that are both on-going.  Each will have fish grow-out 

facilities, a fish hatchery, feed store and ice-plant. 

 Site suitability studies are on-going to identify and map wetlands in all 

regions of Uganda for development of more fish ponds in form of 

community-based aquaculture parks. These will be handed over to 

farmers organized in groups or cooperatives and critical inputs such as 

fingerlings and feeds as well as skilling of farmers will be provided. 

These will employ thousands of people especially the youth. 

 Government is supporting on-going research by NARO in improving 
the quality of fish fingerlings from indigenous tilapia and other fish 
species, as well as fish feed from local raw materials. Soon NARO-
Kajjansi Aquaculture Research and Development Centre will produce 
locally generated feed formulations from our maize, soya bean, sim 
sim, sunflower etc, so that local feed factories can produce fish feed 
cheaply for farmers.  

5. World Fisheries Day, celebrated on November 21, is dedicated to 

highlighting the critical importance of healthy water bodies and to ensure 
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sustainable stocks of fisheries in the world. Fishing communities celebrate 

this day through rallies, workshops, public meetings, cultural dramas, 

exhibitions, and music shows.  Fisher folks in countries where it is widely 

celebrated, also demonstrate the importance of maintaining the fisheries of 

the world along with highlighting the problems like overfishing and 

mechanization. World Fisheries Day also explores finding solutions to the 

increasingly interconnected problems that the world is facing to follow 

sustainable models of global water ecosystems. 

 

6. World Fisheries Day, which is traced back in India on November 21, 1997 

highlights the fact that fisheries are an important sector and provides 

employment to millions of people, as well as contributing to the food 

security of Uganda. In November 1997, small-scale fishers with 

representatives from eighteen (18) countries, under the World Forum on 

Fish Harvesters and Fisheries Workers, met in New Delhi and established 

the World Fisheries Forum (WFF). The World Fisheries Forum (WFF), 

aimed to protect nature and human rights of fishers. Since then, November 

21st is celebrated every year as the World Fisheries Day (WFD) in a number 

of countries. The World Fisheries Forum therefore designated November 25th, as 

the World Fisheries Day in 1979.  

 

7. The World Fisheries Day (WFD) celebrations provide an opportunity for 

stakeholders in different countries to reflect on the state of Fisheries and 

Aquaculture resources and deliberate on other strategic and emerging issues 

in the fisheries subsector. It is a unique event for sharing experiences and 

learning, provides a platform for interactions between policy-makers and 

investors and for developing fruitful partnerships. The WFD celebrations 

provide a forum for stakeholders to highlight emerging developments, 

establish capacity gaps and define the strategic direction in fisheries and 

aquaculture subsector. The celebrations are also used to reiterate 

stakeholders of their roles and responsibilities towards achieving 

Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 14 on life under water and the need 

to therefore conserve aquatic biodiversity.  

 

8. The celebrations provide a forum for knowledge management, technology 

transfer and use as well as innovations sharing by fisheries and aquaculture 

value chain actors. They offer an opportunity for the fisheries and 
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aquaculture value chain actors to assess the subsector performance over the 

past 12 months and to set out priorities, plans and budgets for the ensuing 

year. During the celebrations, actors along the value chain will obtain an 

opportunity to be educated on the challenges affecting the subsector and 

solutions to address them.  

 

a. Why World Fisheries Day Is Important 

9. It’s a reminder of environmental sustainability adaptation – World Fisheries 

Day is an important reminder to inform fishing communities and those 

around them of climate change and pollution mitigation, in order to keep 

our fisheries clean and productive; 

 

10. It provides economic support to fishing folks particularly youth and women 

– Fish forms an important part of the diets of people around the country, 

particularly those that live near rivers and other water bodies. A number of 

traditional communities are rallied around the occupation of fishing, and 

approximately 50% of them are women. WFD increase awareness among 

low-income fishermen and women who work tirelessly in fisheries, 

especially those in rural areas; 

 

11. It is a livelihood support to many households and foreign exchange earner 

to Government – Ugandan fisheries and aquaculture is an important sector 

of food production providing nutritional security, besides livelihood 

support and gainful employment to more than one million people, and 

contributing to agricultural exports. More than 50 different types of fish and 

fish products are being exported to European Union, China, USA and the 

United Arab Emirates. Fish and fish products have presently emerged as the 

third largest group in agricultural exports from Uganda. World Fisheries 

Day is a great opportunity to learn more about where our fish comes from 

and the environment of fisheries; 

 

a. Events and Activities to Commemorate World Fisheries Day 

12. The World Fisheries Day celebration is organised by the Ministry of 

Agriculture Animal Industry and Fisheries in collaboration with Serere 

District Local Government, Development Partners, Private Sector, Civil 

Society Organizations, Research Institutions, Training Institutions and the 

Academia. Participants have been invited to show case various technologies 
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and inputs for fisheries and aquaculture value chain. The WFD is an open 

event and all government agencies, development partners, civil society 

organizations, private sector including commercial fish farmers, input 

dealers, telecommunications companies, fish-processors, financial 

institutions, the media, insurance companies have been invited to 

participate.  

 

13. Pre-event activities are geared towards creating awareness, community 

sensitisation, demonstration of good aquaculture practices, cleaning of fish 

landing sites for a healthy aquatic environment. Commemoration activities 

shall take the form of exhibitions of technologies related to fisheries and 

aquaculture, rallies, workshops, public meetings, cultural dramas, and 

music shows and competitions. Local communities will participate in the 

pre-event activities aimed at promoting and development of the 

aquaculture subsector. 

 

Last but not least, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all our partners 

in development who have worked tirelessly alongside us in the sector to register 

the success we celebrate today. 

 

As I conclude, I would like to invite Ugandans both in the fisheries subsector and 

otherwise to join us in celebrating the World Fisheries Day in Serere District on 

Friday November 25th, 2022. 

 

 

 

 

For God and My Country 

 

 

 

 

Hon. Hellen Adoa 

MINISTER OF STATE FOR AGRICULTURE, ANIMAL INDUSTRY 

AND FISHERIES (FISHERIES) 

 


